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St Peter’s Church, Pembury hosted the Choir’s concert on Saturday 2nd 
November. After the interval George Rogers (Chairman) presented a 
cheque for £3,050 to Caroline Gaskin, Fundraising Officer for Holding On 
Letting Go, the choir’s appointed charity for 2018-19.  The charity was 
nominated by Rod Stevenson (above left) and this remarkable amount 
was raised primarily through retiring collections at concerts throughout 
the year.  Caroline thanked the choir and all 
the audiences over the year that had 
contributed.   The Kent based charity helps 
children to cope with the death of someone 
close to them. Support is given to children, 
young people, parents and carers at their 
bereavement weekends which are offered 
free of charge.  The charity also features in 
Tesco’s blue token Bags of Help scheme until 
December.  So pick up your blue tokens and 
place them in the box in store (picture right) 
and help to make sure they win the vote. 

Who Are We? 

The Choir was formed in 

1978. It performs around 

fifteen concerts a year, 

singing at fund raising 

charity events around the 

County of Kent. 

In its history, the Choir has 

appeared in Germany, the 

Netherlands and Belgium as 

well as in the UK, appeared 

on national television in the 

UK and Canada and has 

helped numerous local 

charities to raise significant 

amounts of money. 

The Choir is open to serving 

and retired police officers, 

civilian staff, those with 

links to the service and also 

members of the community. 

It is an ambassador for Kent 

Police and is supported by 

them, although it is self-

financing. 

The Choir rehearses weekly 

at Kent Police Headquarters, 

Sutton Road, Maidstone. 

Members meet at 7.15 p.m. 

on Thursday evenings and 

rehearsals conclude at 9.30 

p.m. Please contact us 

through these pages for 

information about joining 

the Choir; you can be 

assured of a warm welcome. 
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On Saturday 14th September at St John the 

Baptist Wittersham, the choir was joined by 

Young Artist Xiao Xiao Augur performing two 

pieces on the piano.  Xiao Xiao turned 12 years 

old in October (so was just 11 at the concert) 

and demonstrated her remarkable talent 

playing entirely from memory.  She has 

achieved grade 8 in piano and grade 5 flute. In 

November 2017 she took part in the piano 

section of the Kent Festival winning nine 

classes including 4 cups.  She was also 

awarded a bursary and won the overall title 

Kent Festival Young Pianist of the Year (Junior 

Section). In 2018 she entered the competition 

again achieving 1st place in 7 classes and 2 

cups. She also achieved 1st Prize in the 20th 

Century senior section of the Tonbridge 

International Piano Competition.  Living with 

her family in Folkestone, she now studies at 

Junior Kings in Canterbury and is an 

enthusiastic member of the orchestra and 

piano trio.   

 

On Saturday 2nd November at St 

Peter’s Church, Pembury, the 

choir was joined by a talented 

Young Artist Jasmine Wright, 

Jasmine played two pieces on the 

clarinet accompanied by Karen.  

Her talents are not limited to one 

instrument however.  Jasmine also 

plays double bass in the Kent 

County Youth Orchestra, and with 

Revelation Strings.  She sings alto 

with the Deal Handelians and 

plays the saxophone.  The week 

after the concert she would be 

travelling to Glasgow to audition 

for the Royal Conservatoire of 

Scotland. 

 

 

 



Young Artists Programme 

 Meet Hannah Baker 
 

In July Hannah Baker enthralled the audience at St Bart’s, Herne Bay with 

her performance on the xylophone. “On the Beat” invited her to tell us a 

bit about herself and her musical journey. 

What was your introduction to music and to playing an instrument? I started 

playing piano when quite young and, despite being the only musician in the family, 

I was able to grow up surrounded by a variation of musical styles from the 

western classical traditions to jazz and Latin.  

What drew you to percussion? I’ve always been into a lot of jazz and Latin-

based music, which is why I think I was so quickly drawn to percussion. I only 

took up percussion a few years ago, which gave me the opportunity to perform 

alongside ensembles at school and around the local area. It provides both styles of music with such a 

strong drive and can be both subtle and powerful, without it there would be no backbone to the music. 

Learning to play percussion is such an invaluable experience and allows me to play a variety of 

instruments from vibraphone to pitches drums. I often envisage myself as a painter, in which each 

colour on my palette represents a different instrument, allowing me to experiment in as many different 

ways as possible. There are truly no limitations when it comes to percussion!   

What do you see as the benefits of being part of the Choir’s Young Artist programme? For me, 

being able to play alongside the Kent police choir gave me the rare opportunity to perform as a solo 

percussionist, which is something I really enjoyed doing and hoped everyone else did too, as it’s not 

something seen as often!   

At the moment you are still studying at school, what are your plans for your future study? I hope 

to study music further on once I have left school and will incorporate much of my love for both 

percussion and piano in my studies. 

 

  

 

 

Nominated Charity 

of the Year  

2019 – 2020 
(from October 2019) 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

 
 

Sunday 1st December 3pm 
Coxheath Village Hall, 

Maidstone 

Friday 6th December 7.15pm 
 Wurlitzer Academy, 

Rye 

Saturday 14th December 7.30pm 
St Mildred’s Church, 

Tenterden 
 

For more information and tickets visit kpmvc.co.uk 
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When your past 
catches up . . . 
Geoff Fisher recounts a remarkable tale of 
coincidence and family history 

Sometimes, one’s past comes along and surprises in the most 

unexpected way. Those of you who were at choir practise a little 

while back will have been party to my own surprise. Let me 

elaborate . . . 

We had just finished a rousing rendition of The Song of the Jolly 

Roger. As he has done on previous occasions Martin mentioned 

how, during WW2, a submarine returning to its home port from 

its patrol billet would fly a Jolly Roger from its forward periscope 

standard. The flag would be adorned with various symbols as 

well as the main skull and crossbones motif. Typically, there 

would be crossed guns for an engagement in which a vessel 

had been sunk by gunfire; horizontal bars to indicate ships 

torpedoed; daggers to show how many cloak and dagger ops 

the submarine had taken part in; and a mine motif to show mine-

laying operations. There were other motifs but more of this later. 

Martin recounted how he had recently visited the submarine 

museum in Gosport and, on browsing the display cabinets, had 

seen the various Jolly Rogers on show. He mentioned there was 

one with several daggers sewn onto it and related how that 

particular submarine had taken part in a number of cloak and 

dagger ops. At this point my past came upon me with a thump. 

The Jolly Roger in question was flown by my Dad’s submarine 

HMS Sibyl (P217) following her return to Algiers after a 

successful clandestine operation at the dead of night. At great 

risk to the submarine the skipper (Lt. ‘Topsy’ Turner) had taken 

Sibyl very close inshore to facilitate the taking aboard of a 

French secret agent. As frequently happens with even the most 

carefully planned ventures, it went wrong. The French agent 

totally forgot the recognition password and instead, in order to 

prove who she was, quoted a verse from the play The Scarlet 

Pimpernel: ‘we seek him here/we seek him there/is he in 

heaven/is he in hell/that damned elusive Pimpernel’! Identity 

somehow proven, the agent was taken aboard and Sibyl made 

safe passage to Algiers. 

As a consequence of the wrong password being used Sibyl’s 

Jolly Roger featured a scarlet pimpernel flower which is unique 

in Royal Naval submarine service history. My Dad, for his part 

in the operation, received a mention in despatches. As a P.O. 

Torpedo Gunner he was closely involved in the electrical 

systems of the submarine and was responsible for the control of 

the main electric motors during the manoeuvring of Sibyl during 

her approach to and withdrawal from the landing area. As a 

further twist, he was also responsible in a large part for making 

that Jolly Roger and applying the unique pimpernel motif after 

the op. Many sailors are handy with a needle and thread and 

Dad was no exception – he even made a pair of drawers from 

parachute silk and proudly wore them, too! 

During her war service Sibyl carried out further clandestine ops 

including one working in conjunction with a sister ‘S’ boat HMS 

Seraph which involved the French General Giraud (as a matter 

of interest Seraph was the submarine which carried the body of 

the Royal Marine ‘Major Martin’ in Operation Mincemeat which 

was the subject of the 1956 film The Man Who Never Was). 

Another cloak and dagger op ended badly when the Royal 

Marine commandos were successfully landed but failed to make 

the pick-up rendezvous a few days later. What happened to 

those brave men, I wonder? 

I first came across Sibyl’s Jolly Roger during my own visit to the 

RN Submarine Museum several years ago. I had no knowledge 

that it was housed in the Museum and when I first saw it I felt as 

if I had come across my Dad’s ghost. I distinctly recall his telling 

me and my brother of how he had made that flag but I had not 

the slightest inkling of what became of it until seeing it that day. 

During his service in submarines Dad kept an illegal diary which 

makes interesting – and frightening – reading. It mentions 

ramming U-boats; Italian destroyers dropping depth charges 

while Sibyl lay on the bottom of the Med; rough seas driving 

them ashore even at a depth of 80ft; aircraft dropping depth 

charges; appalling food; air running short and a host of other 

horrors. From the standpoint of our cossetted 21st century lives 

in which a brief power cut is a ‘disaster’ it makes one thankful 

for the sacrifice and heroism of our servicemen and women in 

those dark wartime days. 

  

A Jolly Roger 

flown by HMS 

Safari in World 

War Two – 

photo from 

www.forces.net  

http://www.forces.net/


Down Memory Lane Roy Waller 

Those who have been with our Choir for a number of years will remember – 

most with affection – those who have gone before.  I call to mind Gerry 

Hughes who retired from “the job” as a Chief Superintendent.  It was he 

who really started the Kent Police Male Voice Choir 41 years ago at the 

instigation of Barry Pain who, as that time, was Chief Constable.  Gerry sang 

as a boy chorister and had a good bass voice.  He sang with our bass section 

until his passing.  Gerry was also keen on cricket and, although he did not play 

in the County Team (Kent Police that is) he did follow the Force team through the County and 

occasionally countrywide acting as umpire on many occasions. 

When the choir was formed in 1978 Gerry become our first conductor (Musical Director these days) and 

his enthusiasm was evident both at rehearsal nights and in concert.  A likeable man who didn’t suffer 

fools lightly, whatever their rank. 

I had difficulty finding Choir members who served under Gerry, although our Chairman George Rogers, 

who was a young Detective Constable at the time, did have him as “G’vner” at Gravesend. 

Gerry – those of us who knew you remember you as a staunch member of the KPMVC and thank you 

wholeheartedly for having the enthusiasm to get us singing.  Even those who did not have the pleasure 

of knowing you are now reaping the comradery you propagated all those years ago.  

To all the unseen and 
unsung heroes 

I'm sure I'm not alone in appreciating the efforts of 

the furniture shifters, who arrive early each 

Thursday for rehearsal and who have made what 

seemed like a weekly chore, into a routine. So 'hat's 

off' - 'three cheers' - ' a round of applause' - 'bravo' 

to them all. They know who they are and we're all 

grateful to them. 

 

George Hanlon 

 

Concerts booked so far for 2020 

4th April St Peter and St Paul, Borden 

25th April St Mary’s, Northiam 

6th May St Michael’s Village Hall, Tenterden 

30th May Harmony Therapy Trust 

20th June St Helen’s, Cliffe, Rochester 

5th Sept Theatre in the Park, Herne Bay 

26th Sept St Peter and St Paul Tonbridge 

3rd Oct St George’s Wrotham 

7th November St Peter and St Paul, 
Ospringe 

Dates still available in December 
Full details on our website kpmvc.co.uk 

 
 

 
Calling all choir members!! 

Your mission, should you choose to accept 

it, is to bring along a friend or colleague 

who you think might like to join KPMVC 

A great opportunity to experience the “wow” factor of 

singing with one of Kent’s leading Male Voice Choirs.  

No need to book, just turn up on the evening. 

Light refreshments provided 



 

Summer School with The King Singers 2019 

Every year The King Singers have a week residential Summer School in various countries.  This year it was to be 
at Claire College Cambridge.  I thought if you don’t ask you won’t get, so I applied not thinking I would have a 
chance, but I’m sure someone made a mistake and I was invited to go. 

I arrived on the Sunday with 100 other lucky applicants to a very warm welcome by all six of the King Singers.  
We had a barbeque and drinks and then split up to go to a pub with our allotted mentors (mine was Nick) to 
get to know each other.  My group being ensemble B called ourselves The BB King Singers.  This is how the 
week played out. 

SUNDAY Our timetable is issued for the week. Four hours a day rehearsal and a workshop with a specialist, 
today was Mr Declan Costello – a world-renowned specialist who works with professional singers around the 
world. With the help of videotape, he showed us what happens with our vocal cords when things go wrong – 
all very informative.  In the evening The King Singers gave us a performance …. SO, SO, GOOD! 

MONDAY We had a recital from Wallis Gunta – a professional Mezzo Soprano.  She was fantastic.  In the 
evening the boys ran a Quiz night. 

TUESDAY After two hours rehearsal in the morning, the afternoon was spent punting on The River Cam.   At 
5.30pm we gathered for Church Rehearsal for Compline (last service of the day) followed by a guided tour 
around Kings College Chapel by the Verger.  At 9pm we sang The Compline.  One of the most intense and 
moving services I have ever done.  It reminded me of how I felt on The Isle of Iona.  On leaving I thanked the 
Verger. She told me in a very emotional way that Compline was her favourite service of the day and ours was 
the best she had ever heard. 

WEDNESDAY Four hours rehearsal today followed by a talk from John Rutter entitled “The Confessions of a 
Composer” which included a précis of his life with amusing anecdotes.   

THURSDAY OH! MY! WHAT A DAY.  We worked hard in the morning, rehearsal and organising the logistics for 
tonight’s concert. 100 singers split into various groups of singing styles. Two hours of unimaginable glorious 
singing (and I am proud to say I was part of it).  Then a magnificent Banquet in a Hogwarts Style Dining Room 
that had three long tables and a top table seating The Boys and their families.  At 10pm it was down to a cave 
like Cellar Bar for The Cabaret – 13 Acts, (me being one of them) giving us all laughter, tears, amazement and 
lots of joy topped up with oodles of alcohol. Bed time at 1am. 

Talk about a time to remember.  2021 is the next Summer School in Cambridge why not join me?  Mark Lucky 

 

…..and in September Mark celebrated his 70th birthday with family, friends and guest 

appearance from the “Silver Hairs” 

     


